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The following report furnishes background informatlon on the post-clection
eivil disturbanee which took place in Dolivia on 1, 2, 3 May 1949, i

As previously reported, ths MR planned to create serious civil disturbances
on 6r before the 1 May elections and to exploit the resuliing situation to
the naximn, overthrovwing the govermment 1f possible.* .

This plan depen\dsd on nags action of factory workers, miners, and peasants.®%
Suffiecient arms were in the handa of the civilian populace to produce acts of
violence , ###

The sovernment, through its agents, uas avars of these plans, Hence, what

is deseribed as a large sum of money was spent to undermine Juan Lechin's .
influencs with the mimers at Catavi.™#%% Asg a result, the threatened uvprising
of the Catavi minersz on llay Day was avoided.

Likewise, when the expeclted nass striks and demonstration of factory workers ;
was materlalizing in Ia Paz on 2 lay, the goveormment was able to win over
tbviniento.Nacionalista Revolucionaric (MIR) organizer and agitator Floremtino
Ouiroz by a poyrent of momey. A8 a regult; Quiroz went on the povermrent radlo

at noon 2 May and urged the faetory workers to abstain from violence or any poliw-
tieal activity. OQuiroz also prevented mags denonstrations of factory workers

on 2 May and later.

The shooting started in the Plaza Murillo shortly after 6:00 p.m, on 1 lby, i
uhen a group of Partido de la Union “ocislista Republicana (PUSR) deronstrators |
and a group of IR demonstrators crossed paths, lany individuals in both |
croups, easpocially those of the MR, wers armed. It iz reported that the first !
blow was struck by the PUR, which account agrees with other reports reeceived.

At any event, the two groups asttacked ecach other with gunfire, lknives, and any

object at hand. Tha police intervened on the side of the PUTR gnd the fighting
continued for several hours,; leaving a nmunber dead and rany wounded.

- Prior to this fraeag, the IR mob had beem haransued by IIR ecandidates llernan

"iles Zuazo and Federico Alvarez Flata, FUSR eandidates Julic Tellez Reyes and
Carlos Gongzalo Saavedra had lilewlse addressed their demonstrators., It is
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reported that Tellez Reyes was armed and was seen to shoot at loast one
person, with believed fatal resulte, This incident may well affect the
moral and logal position of the government, since Tellez Reyes was elected
to the flouse of Deputies on the PUSR ticket. The Minister of Interior has
ordered that MIR candidates Hernan Siles Zuazo, Maric Disz de iedina, and
Federico Alvarez Plata be tried im erinminal court for their part in the riot.

7. It is the gemeral belief in the INR that Minister of Public Works, Guillermo
Gutierrez Vea lurguia fired on the MNR demonstrators with a machine gun from
the window of a govermment building. Gubtierrez is g FPartido Izquierda
Revolucionaria (PIR) adherent,

8. During the fi‘ghting in the Plaza Murillo a number of homemade dynamite bombs
were set off, This explosive had been brought from the mines by Juan Lechin®s
miners. The automobile of the Divector General of Internal Revenue was
destroyed by one such bomb.

9. A car belonping to the Prefeet of Ia Pap was set loose down a street leading
from the plaza. This was reportedly done by MiR-Villarrocelisia supporiers
Jorge Pabon and Oscar Altamirano, The car struck a group of people, killing
two and injuring eight.

10, The violence spread £rom the nain plaza to the Chijini distriet, where an MNR
mob attacked and captured the Iima Sub-gtation; killing one polieeman and In=-
juring others. The sub-station was later recsptured by the govermment. MR
fiphters also attempted to take the Chijinl Section police station, but were
repelled.

11. As a result of these ineidents, the state of slege was declared mgain in force
throughout the country. :

12, Sporadic firing continued throughout the night,

13. A% 11:30 a.m. on 2 May striking factory workers entered the Plaza Murillo
and attacked police stationed there. Gunfire emsued and at least one persom
was killed and several injured. The plaza was cleared by the police.

4. The government took an extremely grave view of the situation at this point be=
cause of the mass demonstration of {actory workers scheduled for 3:00 p.m.,
2 lay., However, as described sbowa, Cuiroz was indueed to go on the government
radio and pacify the workers.

15, By 3 May heavy reinforcements of army troops had been brought up to the Alte
Jjust outside of La Paz and all police positions were heavily manned. Counse-
quently, no serious trouble developed when the funerals of the variovs victims

. were held on the afterncon of 3 May.

16, A meeting of MFR leaders was called for 2:30 a.n. 3 May, at which Mario Diez
de ledina, among others, was present. There was general agreement that the
MR was insufficiently armed to attack the povernment foreces head-on at the
pressut stage of things. .

17. The MR operated a clandestine radio station for several days, using broadeast
frequencies 1550 and 1370 and shortwave bands 25m and 49m. Govermment efforts
to locate the station have been withoub success, and the transmitter is moved
fraquently.
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The mumber of essualties has been reported in the newaparers as from 8 to
10 dead and 75 to 85 wunded. However, thepe figures are believed to
rofiect a govermment affort to minimize the bloodshed. Casualties were
- éiatributed among poliee, PUSR, TR, PIR, factory workers, and bystanders,
with the polies probably suffering worst.

This resort to violemne on the part of the MNR immediately after a victory

at the polls has caused considerable surprise and comment in la Pag, low-
ever, &8 previously reported, the MiR plamned t0 resort to violenes in the
avent of a vietory at the polls in la Pag, since this wae interpreted to

mean that suffiecient popular support existed to rake mob action succesgsful  :Rui#
This is at1ll the opinion of the high command in La Paz, the problem nov

toing to obtain sufficient arms.
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